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June is American
Rivers Month!

This June marks South Carolina’s 15th
year of participating in American Rivers
Month. Throughout the month of June,
river enthusiasts from across the state will
celebrate South Carolina’s rich river heri-
tage by getting involved in a variety of river-
related activities.

American Rivers Month is a nationwide
celebration of our country’s rivers designed
to bring about greater awareness and appre-
ciation of our river resources. This popular
program began in Massachusetts and,
through a grassroots movement, has spread
across the entire country. Over the years,
this program has generated widespread in-
terest and participation in river-related ac-
tivities such as fishing, canoeing, kayaking,
and riverside hiking.

The Water Resources Division of the South
Carolina Department of Natural Resources
serves as Rivers Month coordinator for South
Carolina. Each year, in our role as coordina-
tor, we encourage groups to participate in
Rivers Month, compile a list of events in a
newsletter, and distribute it widely through-
out the state. This year, we've dedicated an
entire edition of South Carolina River
News to highlighting Rivers Month events.

South Carolina has over 11,000 miles of
river that offer a multitude of opportunities
for all ages, interests, and abilities. So plan to
take the time during the month of June to
enjoy and appreciate some of South
Carolina’s beautiful rivers.

Attend a river festival! Go paddling! Ex-
plore a scenic river! Go fishing! Adopt a
landing! Go on a riverside hike! All these
events are happening during the month of
June! All you need to do is sign up!

great Expectations

The Adopt-a-Landing Program

A new program of the SC DNR is destined to
make South Carolina’s boat landings nicer places
to be. The Adopt-a-Landing program is designed
to clean up and promote the stewardship of
boat ramps along the state’s rivers and lakes.
This program is also intended to educate the
public on the harmful effects of litter on the
environment.

Housed in the SC DNR’s Water Resources
Division as part of its River Conservation
Program, Adopt-a-Landing was developed in
response to the increasing problem of litter at
our state’s boat landings. As anyone who has
experienced a trash-cluttered boat ramp knows,
our outdoor experiences can be negatively
impacted by the presence of litter. In addition
to minimizing our aesthetic experiences, litter
can have a severely detrimental effect on our
rivers and on all the aquatic life that depends on
them.

Participation in the Adopt-a-Landing program
is open to any community or civic organizations,
businesses, individuals, and government
organizations that would like to help control
litter and improve the environment.

The adoption process is easy: A group
chooses a specific landing that it wants to
clean and agrees to clean it three times a year.
One cleanup is held in June, during American
Rivers Month. Another cleanup is held in
September, in conjunction with the worldwide
cleanup efforts of Beach Sweep/River Sweep.
The third cleanup is held in the winter,
sometime during the months of January or
February. The SC DNR, in recognition of the
group’s involvement in the program, will erect
a sign at the landing bearing the adopting
group’s name.

The success of the Adopt-a-Landing
program is dependent on the dedication of
volunteers. So we need your help! If you or
your organization are interested in adopting
a landing, please let us know! We also need
help in identifying landings that are particularly
needy of a clean up.

For information on how you can become
involved, contact Ellis Farr, SC Department of
Natural Resources, Water Resources Division,
1201 Main Street, Suite 1100, Columbia, SC
29201, (803) 737-0800.




American Rivers Month Extras

Special Events and Festivals

Ninth Annual Edisto Riverfest
Colleton State Park

Thursday, June 6 through Sunday, June 9
The world’s longest freeflowing blackwater
river and the state’s first designated canoe and
kayak trail, the Edisto River, is the setting for
this river exploration. Outdoor education work-
shops, equipment displays, and music will high-
light the weekend. River trips are half-day, full-
day, and overnight
excursions. ;

Edisto River Canoe
and Kayak Commis- [
sion and SCPRT. G gmie-¢
Contact SCPRT at [l g |
(803) 734-0156 for
trip times and addi- [z
tional information. {48

Register by May 27. | ———

Cost: $2 per educational workshop; $12 and
up per canoe trip.

Summer Bird Count

Table Rock State Park

Saturday, June 8; 8 am.

Grab your binoculars and join us for the bian-
nual bird count at Table Rock. Contribute to a
valuable field study while enjoying the migrant
and summer resident birds encountered in
the park. You may even make a rare discovery!
Designed for ages 16 through adult. Bring
binoculars, field guides, and a note pad. Spon-
sored by the SCPRT. Contact Table Rock State
Park at (804)878-7381. Register by June 7. Meet
at the Nature Center by 8 am. Free of cost.

From Fillet to Gourmet: Cleaning
and Cooking Your Catch

Sunday, June 23; 9 Am-12 pM.

Well, you've caught some fish! What to do
now? Join Buddy Campbell and PRC’s natural-
ist Marvin Bouknight as we show you how to
fillet and cook your catch. We'll have some fish
on hand for Buddy to demonstrate the best
ways to fillet different fish; then off to the
kitchen for some tasty recipes with Marvin.
Chaperone required for ages under 15.

Sponsored by Charleston County Parks & Rec-
reation Commission. Contact Charleston
County PRC at (803) 762-2172. Register by June
14. Cost: $5 for Charleston County residents,
$10 for non-county residents.

Chattooga River Whitewater Rafting
Daily, throughout the month. Explore the only
National Wild and Scenic River offering
whitewater rafting
trips in the South-
east! River clean up
and trail mainte-
nance is planned
throughout the
summer, and volun-
B tcers are always wel-
come! Sponsored by
Wildwater Limited.
Contact Wildwater
Limited at (800) 451-9972 or (803) 647-9587 for
more information.

Swampman Triathlon at the

Little Pee Dee

Little Pee Dee State Park

Saturday, June 15; 8 AM.

Put your running, paddling, and mountain bik-
ing skills to the test with the Swampman
Triathlon! This event includes a 4-mile cross-
country run, a 4-mile downriver paddle, and a 6-
mile mountain bike trip. Participate as an indi-
vidual or as part of a team. Sponsored by Be-
twixt the Rivers. Contact Danny White at (803)
423-6790.

Splish-Splash

Palmetto Islands County Park on Saturday,
June 8; 9 aM-5 M. and

James Island County Park on Saturday,

June 29; 9 AM-5PM.

Start off the weekend with a splash as you learn
some exciting outdoor skills! After a morning of
canoeing, kayaking, or climbing, we'll take the
big plunge and do some splashing of our own at
the splash zone or splash island! For ages 10-18.
Sponsored by Charleston County PRC. Contact
Charleston County PRC at (803) 762-2172.

Register by May 31 and June 29, respectively.
Cost: $15 for County Residents/$20 for Non-
Residents.

Fishing Frenzy V

Old Santee Canal State Park

Saturday, June 1; 8 AM-12:30 pm.

Share the joy of fishing with children ages 12
and younger. The largest bream takes home
a first place trophy and a rod and reel. De-
signed for ages 12 and younger with an adult.
Bring a cane pole, bait and a fish stringer.
Register on site. Meet at the registration
table. Sponsored by the SC PRT. Free of cost.

ACE Basin River Tours

Three trips daily throughout June at 9 am,
2pM,and 7pMm.

Lose yourself on this breathtaking 2.5 mile
tour of the beautiful ACE Basin. The tours
leave from the Edisto Marina at the above
times. See dolphins, waterfowl, and antebel-
lum plantations along the riverway. The boat
is handicapped accessible, U.S.C.G. Certi-
fied, and facilities are on board. Sponsored
by Edisto Island Up the Creek Charters. Con-
tact Captain Steve Fralin at (800) 303-1580 or
(803) 869-4444. Cost: $20 per adult, $10 per
child, ages 12 and under.

Bluegrass Concert

Lynches River State Park

Saturday, June 1; 7 pm-11 p.M.

Various bluegrass bands from across North
and South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and
Virginia will play the first Saturday of each
month. Parking lot picking will begin at noon.
Evening concert held at the Community Build-
ing. No registration necessary. Sponsored by
the SC PRT. Cost: $5 per person.
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American Rivers Month Events 1996

Canoeing

Black River Canoe Trip

Saturday, May 25; 8 am.

A full day of canoeing on the beautiful Black
River in Williamsburg County offering abun-
dant wildlife, natural beauty, challenging ca-
noeing, and lots of family fun. Either bring
your own canoe or rent one from Wildlife
Action. Please bring lifejackets, food, and
sunscreen. Experienced canoeists only. Meet
at Hardee’s in Kingstree.

Sponsored by Wildlife Action.

Contact Louis A. Drucker at (803) 382-5559 or
(803) 354-5554.

Cost: $10 with your own canoe (canoe rental:
$10 for Wildlife Action member, $25 for non-
members).

The Nature of the Tyger

Rose Hill Plantation State Park

Saturday, June 22; 9 aM-1 P,

Journey down the Tyger River and discover
the plants and animals that make the river
their home. Discuss the importance of the
river, not only to wildlife, but to man over the
centuries. Appropriate for ages 12 through
adult. This trip is for canoeists of moderate
skill. Bring shoes that can get wet, binoculars,
field guides, and lunch in a waterproof con-
tainer. Meet at the Gist Mansion.

Sponsored by SCPRT. Contact Rose Hill Plan-
tation State Park at (803) 427-5966. Register
by June 21.

Cost: $10 per person.

Canoeing the Catawba

Landsford Canal State Park

Friday, June 7; 10 AM.-2 P.M.

A six-mile canoe trip will take you along the
steady currents of the Catawba River with 1.5
miles of swift water through rocky shoals.
The trip provides an opportunity to view
natural and cultural features of the river ba-
sin. Canoes, equipment, food, and road sup-
port are provided. Moderate degree of physi-
cal conditioning is required. Bring sunscreen,
hats, drinking water, snacks, and a change of
clothes. Designed for ages 12 through adult.

Children 17 and younger must be accompanied
by an adult. Meet at the picnic area.
Sponsored by SCPRT. Contact Landsford Canal
State Park at (803) 789-5800. Register by a week
prior to each trip.

Cost: $20 per person

Cypress Swamp Canoeing
Woods Bay State Park

Saluda River Canoe Trip

Sunday, June 16 or Saturday, June 29; 9 am.
Join us in exploring the Lower Saluda River!
This trip has lots of easy rapids and a few
challenging ones. Experience the natural
beauty and wildlife of this river and see many
historic features up close! The water comes
from the bottom of Lake Murray, so the water
is always cold. Some prior canoeing experi-
ence is recommended.

Sponsored by Adventure Carolina.

Contact Ed Wrightson at Adventure Carolina
at (803) 796-4505.

Cost: $25 per person.

Saturday, June 29;
10 aM-12 pm. Or
2PM-4PM

Enjoy a guided
canoe trip into a
mysterious Carolina
Bay. Paddle your way
through a cypress £
swamp where plants fE8
and animals abound.
The naturalist will

lead you through a two-hour informative tour of

the park’s water trail. Something new is around
every turn, and each season brings new and
different experiences. Appropriate for all ages
(17 and younger must be accompanied by an
adult). Bring insect repellent. Basic canoeing
knowledge is helpful. Meet at the Nature Cen-
ter.

Sponsored by SCPRT. Contact Woods Bay State
Park at (803)659-4445. Register by June 22.
Cost: $6 per person / $3 per child under 13.

Gators-N-Snakes Paddle Club

Hampton Plantation State Park

Saturday, June 15; 8 AM-2 PM.

We will paddle into the Wambaw Wilderness
Area and expect to see alligators, snakes, eagles,
hawks, swallow-tailed and Mississippi kites, just
to name a few. Everyone who makes it back will
receive a free tee-shirt. If you enjoy wildlife, you
don’t want to miss it! Designed for ages 14 and

older ( 17 and younger must be accompanied by

an adult). Bring binoculars, cameras, resealable
sandwich bags, insect repellent, sunscreen, hat
and drinking water. Sponsored by SCPRT. Con-
tact Hampton Plantation State Park at (803) 546-
9361. Register by May 27. Cost: $10 per person.

Little Pee Dee
Paddling

Saturday, June 29
Say farewell to Riv-
ers Month with a
paddle on the Little
Pee Dee River! We'll
begin our adven-
ture on this state-
designated scenic river at the Highway 378
bridge/Potatoe Bed Ferry and take out at
Punchbowl Landing or Parkers Landing on
Russ Creek. Bring your own equipment or call
us for assistance.

Sponsored by the River Conservation Pro-
gram of the SCDNR-Water Resources Divi-
sion. Contact Barry Beasley or Bill Marshall at
(803) 737-0800.

Basic Canoe Course

Colleton State Park

June 29; 9 AM-3 M.

This course offers something for canoeists of
all levels. Learn basic strokes, self-rescue skills,
and proper usage of various types of safety
equipment. Designed for ages 13 through
adult. Participants will be sent further informa-
tion upon registration. Meet at picnic shelter
#2. This trip is cosponsored by the Edisto
River Canoe and Kayak Commission and SC
Parks, Recreation and Tourism.

Contact Colleton State Park at (803) 538-8200.
Register by June 26.

Cost: $15 per person.

Canoeing continued on page 5




American Rivers Month Events 1996

Kayaking

A Weekend on the Waccamaw
Saturday, June 8 at 10 M. through Sunday,
June 9 at 4 pm.

Enjoy a weekend on the Waccamaw River as
we paddle down the river in kayaks and ex-
plore the mysteries of the Waccamaw. The trip
will be led by a Waccamaw-Chicora Indian.
Designed for ages 12 and up. Bring a sleeping
bag for overnight camping. All paddling equip-
ment and food are
provided.
Sponsored by
Wind N Sea
Outfitters. Contact |§
Vicki Gardner at
(803) 272-4420.
Cost: $40 per
person ($20 per
person if you have
your own paddling
equipment).

Capers by Kayak

Saturday, June 29

Paddle through some of South Carolina’s most
pristine salt marsh to Caper’s Island, a state
wildlife refuge, where you can gather shells
and explore its 3.5 mile long beach. No expe-
rience is necessary. A naturalist will be pro-
vided for the trip.

Sponsored by Coastal Expeditions. Contact
Anne Goold at (803) 884-7684.

Cost: $40 per person.

Huntington Salt Marsh Kayaking
Thursdays, June 6, 13, 20, 27; 8 Am-1:30 p.u.
Paddle through cord grass from the sandy
beaches of Murrells Inlet and past mysterious
Drunken Jack Island. You will have the oppor-
tunity to view bald eagles, alligators, turtles,
and possibly porpoises! No prior kayaking
experience is required.

Sponsored by Black River Expeditions. Con-
tact either Bill or Jenny at (803) 546-4840 for
more information.

Cost: $35 per person ($18 per child aged 13
and under).

After Hours Paddle

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 p.M-8 p.M.

Relax! Unwind! Enjoy the cool evening with a
paddle cruise by canoe or kayak at Huntington
Marsh or historic Georgetown Harbor. No prior
experience is necessary.

Sponsored by Black Water Expeditions. Contact
Bill or Jenny at (803) 546-4840.

Cost: $15 per person. Children aged 7 and
under are free.

Rice Fields,
Wildlife Refuge
Great Pee Dee

il River

& June 5,12, 19, 26
(Wednesdays)

B 5 AM.-1:30 PM.

# Paddle or kayak the
3 Great Pee Dee River,
creeks, and canals that crisscross the Samworth
Wildlife area. Tour the historic Dirleton Planta-
tion House.

Sponsored by Black River Expeditions. Contact
Bill or Jenny at (803) 546-4840.

Cost: $35 per person ($18 per child aged 13 and
under).

Black River Swamp Trek

Tuesdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25; 8 am-1:30 p.m.
Paddle or kayak the ancient roads of commerce
that served rice and indigo plantations from the
18th Century. Have fun exploring the mysteri-
ous blackwater cypress swamp creeks as well!
Sponsored by Black River Expeditions. Contact
Bill or Jenny at (803) 546-4840.

Cost: $35 per person ($18 per child aged 13 and
under).

Intermediate Sea Kayaking in the
Lower Ace Basin

Saturday, June 15; 8 AmM.-6 p.M.

If you're an intermediate paddler longing to
challenge your skills, join us as we test our
paddling stamina. Experience the ACE Basin as
it meets the Atlantic on this trip which will

include a variety of habitats and paddling
environments. For Ages 14 and up, chaper-
one required for ages under 16. For this trip,
participants should have a minimum of 3 days
previous paddling experience with CCPRC or
a similar organization.

Sponsored by the Charleston County Park &
Recreation Commission. Contact Charleston
County Park & Recreation Commission at
(803) 762-2172. Register by June 5.

Cost: $30 for Charleston County residents;
$35 for non-county residents.

Sea Kayak Rescue Clinic

James Island County Park

Sunday, June 23; 9 AM-5 PM.

Just how far can you push your luck and your
equipment before you find yourself in real
trouble? Will your self-rescue technique work
when you need it? Does your paddle float? If
you're unsure about the answers to these
questions or have ever thought about solu-
tions to your deep water problems, this day is
for you! After a brief review of basic paddling
techniques, we'll introduce, demonstrate, and
practice many self and assisted rescue tech-
niques. For ages 14 and up. Chaperone re-
quired for ages under 16.

Sponsored by the Charleston County Park &
Recreation Commission. Contact Charleston
County Park & Recreation Commission at
(803) 762-2172. Register by June 14.

Cost: $25 for Charleston County residents
and $30 for non county residents.

Paddle the Little Pee Dee

June 15; 10 AM-3 P.M.

Explore the Little Pee Dee River by Kayak. We
will discuss the history of the river and enjoy
a picnic lunch in the middle of our paddle. All
ages are welcome! No equipment is needed.
Beginners and families are welcome. Please
bring a backpacker’s lunch.

Sponsored by Coastal Canoe and Kayak Club.
Contact Vicki Gardner at (803) 272-4420.
Cost: $15 per person ($7.50 with your own
equipment).




Canoeing continued from page 3

Cedar Creek Canoe Trip

Congaree Swamp National Monument
Sunday, June 23 and Sunday, June 30,

1:30 PM-5:30 PM.

Join us for a three to four hour canoe trip in
Congaree Swamp led by a park naturalist.
Bring your own canoe.

Sponsored by the National Park Service. Con-
tact Congaree Swamp National Monument at
(803) 776-4396.

An Edisto River Paddle

Saturday, June 8; 10 AM-3 P.M.

Spend a sunny Saturday paddling the Edisto
River! This beautiful blackwater river offers a
multitude of wildlife and natural beauty for all
to enjoy! Sponsored by the City of Orange-
burg’s Parks & Recreation Department. Con-
tact Orangeburg’s Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment at (803) 533-6020.

Cost: $20 per person.

Edisto River Canoe Trips

Sunday, June 9 or Sunday, June 30; 8 M.
Explore the beauty of the Edisto River, one of
the most enchanting and popular rivers in
South Carolina! It is famous for its luxuriant
foliage, sandy beaches, an abundance of wild-
life, and tea-colored water. This trip includes
lots of swimming, your own picnic lunch on a
sandbar, and having a great time.

Sponsored by Adventure Carolina. Contact Ed
Wrightson at (803) 796-4505.

Cost: $25 per person.

French Broad Canoe & Kayak Trip
June 8

Enjoy the view of the Biltmore Estate as we
paddle the flatwater section of the French
Broad River! Bring your own canoe or kayak
and paddling gear. Trained beginners are wel-
come. Sponsored by Foothills Paddling Club,
Inc. Contact DeNeice and Mark Guest at (864)
322-5911.

Free of cost.

American Rivers Month Events 1996

Hiking

Middle Saluda Hike

Jones Gap State Park

June 22; 10 am-12:30 p.m.

Celebrate Rivers Month with a hike along the
Middle Saluda, a state-designated scenic river!
Learn about the special features of this river
cove habitat as a park naturalist leads this ap-
proximately 2-mile hike. Meet at the main build-
ing at Jones Gap State Park.

Cosponsored by the SC PRT and the SC DNR.
Contact Caesar’s Head State Park at (864) 836-
6115 to register. Register by June 18.

Free of cost.

National Trails Day Hike

Jones Gap State Park

Saturday, June 8; 10 AM-2 P.M.

Celebrate National Trails Day with a hike through
diverse forests, and enjoy scenic vistas over
Jones Gap. This is a strenuous 5 mile hike.
Designed for ages 13 through adult. Bring wa-
ter, snacks, and good shoes. Meet at Jones Gap
Environmental Center.

Contact Caesar’s Head State Park at (864) 836-
6115 to register for the hike. Register by June 3.
Free of cost.

Pinnacle Trail Hike

Table Rock State Park

June 1; 9 Am-4 P

Join us on a day hike of the Pinnacle Mountain
Trail for National Trails Day! This day trip will
cover all of the popular attractions of moun-
tain hiking, including waterfalls, panoramic
views, and wildflowers. Designed for ages 12
through adult. Bring lunch and water, and
wear comfortable hiking shoes. Meet at the
Nature Center.

Sponsored by the SC PRT. Contact Table Rock
State Park at (864) 878-9813 to register for the
hike. Register by May 27.

Free of cost.

Guided River Walk

Congaree Swamp National Monument

June 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29; 1:30 pM.-3:33 PM.
Come explore the Congaree Swamp National
Monument! A park naturalist will lead this
excursion. We will discuss the importance of
the river and the floodplain of the park.
Sponsored by the National Park Service. Con-
tact Mr. Fran Rametta at (803) 776-4396.
Free of cost.

Fundamentals of Canoeing

Three day course: Thursday, May 30, 7-9 pm;
Saturday, June 1, 9 Am-5 pM; and Sunday,
June 2,9 AM-5 PM.

Enjoy summer to the fullest by enrolling in this
popular course to polish your skills or to ex-
plore the wonders of canoeing. You'll be amazed
at the things a well-trained canoe will do in the
hands of paddlers who know a few simple
strokes. Our ACA certified instructors will lead
you through an evening classroom session and
2 full days of paddling. For Ages 14 and up.
Chaperone required for ages under 16.
Register by May 24. For more information, con-
tact Charleston County Park & Recreation Com-
mission at (803) 762-2172.

Cost: $45 for Charleston County Residents / $50
for non county residents.

Mark Your
Calendars!

Beach Sweep/ River Sweep 1996
Saturday, September 21

Beach Sweep / River Sweep is South
Carolina’s annual one-day cleanup of
aquatic debris that can damage our beauti-
ful rivers and beaches. Individuals, fami-
lies, or groups may volunteer to clean up
their favorite stretch of river or beach. So
come out and help keep our waterways
clean! This event is sponsored by the SC
Department of Natural Resources and the
SC Sea Grant Consortium. For more infor-
mation, contact Becky Rideout at (803)
737-0800 for River Sweep or Leigh Handal
at (803) 727-2078 for Beach Sweep.

Cost: Just your willingness to work hard!




River Currents

The final report of the Edisto River Basin
Project will be available this month. The
culmination of a multi-year, citizens-based
planning effort, this report contains a man-
agement plan for the natural, cultural, and
economic resources of the 3,120 square mile
river basin. It also details the methods and
maps employed in the project’s evaluation of
the basin’s resources. Those interested in
receiving a copy of the plan, please call (803)
737-0800.

During 1996, the major focus of the
Lynches Scenic River Advisory Council
is to complete a plan for long-term manage-
ment of a 54-mile segment of the Lynches
River. Recent accomplishments include final-
ization of recommendations to deal with river
issues including water quality and recreation/
public access. The advisory council will soon
begin a special project to characterize the
scenic character of the Lynches. What makes
the river aesthetically pleasing? Is it the sights,
sounds, smells, tastes, touches, or a unique
combination of stimuli to the senses? The
council will attempt to answer these ques-
tions through photography and written de-
scriptions. This special project will result in

Additional copies of this newsletter may be obtained by contacting Catherine Vanden Houten at (803) 737-0800.

the development of an aesthetic standard for
the river and thereby enable the local commu-
nity to manage the resource based on aesthetic
as well as other considerations. Meetings of the
Lynches River Advisory Council are held monthly
and are open to the public. For more informa-
tion contact Becky Rideout at (803) 737-0800.

The Broad Scenic River Advisory Coun-
cil is working to maintain the unspoiled natural
character of the Broad River corridor while
protecting the rights of private property owners
and assuring the continuation of traditional
land uses such as farming, raising livestock, and
harvesting timber. To accomplish this goal, the
council recently formed the Broad River Land
Registry, a voluntary stewardship program for
river-bordering landowners. To join the regis-
try, the landowner enters a land management
agreement with the South Carolina Scenic Riv-
ers Program. There are four options available to
interested landowners through the program
including land registration, 2 memorandum of
agreement, a conservation easement, and land
donation. In addition to the land registry, the
advisory council continues to sponsor river-
related activities including canoe trips and an
annual meeting.

The Water Resources Division of the SC
DNR has begun working with the citizens
group, Friends of the Reedy, to lay the ground-
work for developing a river corridor plan for
the Reedy River in Greenville. An approxi-
mately 2-year, citizens-based process to cre-
ate a management plan for this significant
urban river is set to begin later this summer.

The Lower Saluda Scenic River as well
as the Broad and Congaree Rivers have
been included in the recent Columbia area
river-front planning effort conducted by The
River Alliance. Enhanced river access for rec-
reational uses is a major feature of The River
Alliance plan, so too is conservation of the
natural, cultural, and scenic qualities of the
rivers. Greenways with walking and biking
trails, a rowing course, a city dock, an ar-
chaeological park, and a whitewater paddling
center are examples of the many suggestions
within the plan. In addition to river-front
greenways, conservation proposals include
promoting development policies to encour-
age clustered housing in “river villages.” Adja-
cent to the river and to their sides, the river
villages would retain undeveloped land owned
in common by the residents. The plan also
includes many exciting ideas for the Colum-
bia urban core adjacent to the Congaree River.
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